
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL 
 

 15 September 2021 
 

 Meeting commenced:    9.35 a.m.  
        “         adjourned:  11:10 a.m.  
        “     re-convened:  11.30 a.m.   

        “               ended:  12:25 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                    

 
PRESENT: Councillor John Mullen - Ceremonial Mayor and Chair 
 

  Mr Paul Dennett - City Mayor 
   

Councillors Sharmina August, Damien Bailey, Michele Barnes, 
Samantha Bellamy, Barbara Bentham, Paula Boshell, Maria Brabiner, 
Adrian Brocklehurst, Tanya Burch, Bob Clarke, Philip Cusack, Jim 

Dawson, Stuart Dickman, Heather Fletcher, Karen Garrido, Robin 
Garrido, Bill Hinds, Ann-Marie Humphreys, Roger Jones, Tracy Kelly, 

Jim King, David Lancaster, Kate Lewis, Ray Mashiter, Mike McCusker, 
John Merry, Lewis Nelson, Mike Pevitt, Gina Reynolds, Neil Reynolds, 
Hannah Robinson-Smith, Jake Rowland, Arnold Saunders, Alexis 

Shama, Nathaniel Tetteh, Phil Tresadern, Les Turner, Madeline Wade, 
Andrew Walters, Darren Ward, John Warmisham, Colette Weir and Jack 

Youd.  
 
 

38. SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 
 

 A motion was proposed and seconded to suspend Standing Orders, to enable 
proceedings to comply with current Covid-19 social distancing guidance. 

 

RESOLVED: THAT in accordance with the Salford City Council Constitution Rule 2 
in Part 4 Section A (Standing Orders), Council Procedure Rules be suspended, 

specifically Rule 18 I (Council: Rules of Debate - Respect for the Chair) to allow 
members to remain seated when speaking. 
 

39. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Joshua Brooks, Jim 
Cammell, Stephen Coen, Tony Davies, Jane Hamilton, Ari Leitner, Margaret Morris, 
Wilson Nkurunziza, Robert Sharpe, Irfan Syed, Peter Taylor, Joan Walsh, John Walsh 

and Barry Warner. 
 

40.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  
 There were no relevant declarations of interest. 

 
41. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

 



The minutes of the meetings held on 21st July and 12th August 2021 were approved 
as a correct record, subject to Councillor Madeline Wade being added to the list of 

attendees for the former. 
 

42. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Councillor Neil Reynolds submitted petition on behalf of residents of Claremont, 

requesting the introduction of parking permit scheme on Elleray Road.  
 

43. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND PANELS AND REPRESENTATIVES ON 
OUTSIDE BODIES FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2021/22 - UPDATE 

 (Previous Minute 24 - 21 July 2021) 

 
The City Solicitor submitted a report detailing the following amendments to the 

membership of committees and panels and appointments to outside bodies both for 
the Municipal Year 2021/22: 
 

(a) Membership of City Council Committees and Panels 
 

Committee Panel New Member/ 

Amendment  

Replacing 

Children’s Scrutiny Panel Councillor Mike Pevitt Councillor Jake Rowland 

Community and 

Neighbourhoods  
Scrutiny Panel 

Councillor Maria Brabiner Councillor Ray Walker 

Health and Social care 
Scrutiny Panel  

Councillor Jake Rowland  vacancy 

Planning and 
Transportation  

Regulatory Panel 
Councillor Morris vacancy 

Corporate Parenting  
Regulatory Panel 

vacancy Councillor Mike Pevitt 

Equal Opportunities 
Forum 

Councillor Hannah 
Robinson-Smith+ 

Councillor Maria Brabiner 

Standards Committee 
Councillor  

Michelle Barnes 
Councillor Ray Walker 

 

 
 



 
(b) Outside Body Representatives 

 
Body New Member/ 

Amendment  
Replacing 

Salfordian Trust 
Councillor  

Arnold Saunders+  
vacancy 

+ amendment reported at meeting 

 
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the amendments to the membership of the committees and 

panels for the Municipal Year 2021/22, as detailed in the report, or reported at the 
meeting and summarised above, be noted. 
 

RESOLVED: (2) THAT the nominations and appointments of the City Council to 
outside bodies, as reported at the meeting and summarised above, be approved.  

 
44.    TREASURY MANAGEMENT ANNUAL REPORT 2020/21 
  

Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Finance and Support Services, submitted a 
report detailing treasury management activity in 2020/21. 

 
RESOLVED: THAT the report and the outturn position and the performance of  
treasury management during 2020/21, be noted. 

 
45. UNLOCKING CLEAN ENERGY IN GREATER MANCHESTR - FUNDING 

  
The Lead Member for Planning and Sustainable Development submitted a report 
indicating an opportunity had arisen for Salford City Council to secure ERDF 

(European Regional Development Fund) funding for an additional project to provide 
solar carports to generate electricity. Consequently, it was proposed to install solar 

carports at both Turnpike House and Swinton Hall Road Depots, costing 
approximately £1,073,000, attracting an ERDF grant of nearly £493,000 and requiring 
match funding of £580,000. These two sites combined, were expected to produce 

approximately 0.5MW of electricity. 
 

RESOLVED: THAT approval be given to further prudential ‘invest to save’ borrowing 
of £894,000 to secure additional ERDF grant funding to finance Little Hulton Solar 
Farm, Charlestown Weir Hydro and solar carports at Turnpike House and Swinton Hall 

Road Depots. 
  

46. STATEMENT OF THE CITY MAYOR  
 

The City Mayor made announcements, highlighted issues and made comments as 

follows: 
 

(a) Tributes were paid to both Councillor Ray Walker and Terry Allen, a Salford City 
Council employee, who had both sadly recently died and condolences extended to 
their families. Other members paid their own tributes and Councillor Stuart Dickman 



made particular reference to Councillor Walker’s work in providing advice and support 
to refugees who were looking to start a new life in Salford. 

 
(b) The recent withdrawal of United States of America and NATO troops from Afghanistan 

had created a humanitarian crisis. The decision of H.M. Government to provide 
support to Afghan refugees coming to the UK was welcomed, and in both Greater 
Manchester and Salford, everything possible would be done to welcome and 

accommodate them. That said, it was of concern there seemed to be a 
disproportionate number of asylum seekers resettled in the poorest areas of the 

country, placing additional strain on already stretched local services and 
infrastructures. The financial support offered by H.M. Government amounted to 
£10,000 pounds per refugee, which only represented a fraction of the real costs of 

resettling them and preparing them for an independent life. The additional costs on 
local authorities from providing support to refugees had to be recognised and 

appropriately resourced. 
   
(c) Criticism was levelled at H.M. Government for its decision to remove the £20 uplift to 

Universal Credit originally introduced at the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, and the 
negative impact this would have on the most vulnerable members of society, 

potentially placing as many as 500,000 British people into poverty and impacting 
32,317 claimants in Salford.  

  

(d) Reference was made to H.M. Government’s recently announced proposals for the 
long-term funding of social care. It was suggested these failed to provide a 

comprehensive and sustainable solution and through increases in National Insurance 
and VAT, disproportionately impacted the low paid, particularly the young. It was 
accepted that social care had to be funded by taxation, but this should be levied 

through asset and wealth-based ones.    
 

(e)  On 8th September 2021, a bronze statue by world renowned artist Emma Rogers 
depicting a horse and lamppost and decorated with symbols celebrating Salford’s 
pioneering history and famous sons and daughters, had been unveiled in Bexley 

Square, Chapel Street.  
 

(f) Congratulations were extended to Eccles born Sarah Storey, who at the recent games 
in Tokyo had become Great Britain’s most successful Paralympic athlete.  

  

(g)  On 19th August 2021, a new £250,000 community BMX track had been officially 
opened in Peel Park, Little Hulton. This was a joint initiative by Salford City Council 

and the sports charity Access to Sport and represented another example of the former 
responding to the needs of its communities and getting things done.  

 

(h)  Finally, best wishes were extended to Salford’s Jewish community for Yom Kippur.  
 

47. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO THE CITY MAYOR  
  
Q1. Councillor Bill Hinds and Councillor Les Turner both endorsed the comments made by 

the City Mayor with regards to providing support to those people who had been forced 
to flee Afghanistan (see Minute 46(b) above) and hoped the appropriate funding would 

be made available by H.M. Government to assist local authorities.  



 
 The City Mayor welcomed these comments. 

  
Q2. Councillor John Warmisham referred to the City Mayor’s recent visit to Salford Loaves 

and Fishes in Pendleton and Charlestown and paid tribute to the voluntary work they 
undertook in providing support for homeless, isolated and vulnerable people in the 
City, particularly during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 
 The City Mayor welcomed these comments and added his own thanks to the valuable 

work of Salford Loaves and Fishes. 
 
Q3. Council Les Turner referred to the City Mayor’s criticism of H.M. Government’s 

proposals for the funding of social care (see Minute 46(c) above) and I said while no 
solution was perfect this was a measured and sustainable one, particularly as no 

realistic and viable alternative had been put forward by the Labour Party. 
 
 Councillor Roger Jones commented that the Labour Party had presented feasible 

alternative proposals. He added that H.M. Government’s proposals did not provide 
comprehensive care and accommodation costs fell outside the £86,000 threshold 

which had been set. He also suggested the move for social care services to be 
provided by the private sector had been disastrous and had resulted in the emphasis 
being on cost and profits. A return to local authorities providing such services would 

be beneficial and make the needs of those being cared for paramount. Councillor 
Maria Brabiner echoed these comments, particularly in relation to local authority in-

house provision of social care. 
 
 Councillor Jim King also added his support to the City Mayor’s comments and said 

that an increase in National Insurance and VAT to fund social care provision was 
unfair, particularly for those on low income. Councillor Jake Rowland echoed these 

comments. 
 
 Councillor John Merry commented that H.M. Government’s proposals reversed the 

Conservative Party’s election manifesto promise not to increase taxation. He also 
endorsed Councillor Jones’ comments about them failing to provide comprehensive 

care. 
 
 The City Mayor welcomed the expressions of support he had received with regard to 

his earlier comments on H.M. Government’s social care proposals. He particularly 
welcomed Councillor Jones call for a return for local authority provision of social care. 

In response to Councillor Turner, he said the Labour Party had put forward detailed 
alternatives and it was their duty to challenge those of H.M. Government and draw 
attention to their failings. He reiterated his earlier comments that the proposed tax 

increases to finance the proposals would unfairly impact the poorest members of 
society. He concluded by endorsing an earlier request from Councillor Jones for all 

elected members to be provided with a comprehensive briefing on the proposals for 
social care and their likely implications for Salford City Council and its residents.  
Councillor John Merry, Deputy City Mayor and Lead Member for Adult Social Care, 

gave a commitment to provide such an all-member briefing and said if as result, a 
degree of cross-party consensus about the challenges which were faced could be 



reached, this could then form the basis of Salford City Council representations to H.M. 
Government on the matter.   

 
Q4. Councillor Karen Garrido expressed concerns at an inference that the Conservative  

Party did not support the people of Salford. These concerns were echoed by Councillor 
Robin Garrido. 

 

 The City Mayor apologised if such an inference had been made but this had been 
unintentional. The work and commitment of the Conservative Group on behalf of 

Salford citizens was recognised and valued. Earlier critical comments had been in 
relation to the Conservative Party at a national level and then specifically in terms of 
the failings of their social care proposals, which showed an apparent disregard for the 

needs of Salford residents. 
 

Q5. Councillor Robin Garrido referred to a commitment made by the City Mayor at the 
meeting of Council held on 21st July 2021 to work with the Conservative Group, 
particularly in terms of developing a joint response to H.M. Government on the 

Levelling Up Fund (see previous Minute 28 Q2 - 21July 2021). This spirit of co-
operation had been welcomed by the Conservative Group but to date, no formal 

approach had been made to them to enter into discussions. 
 
 The City Mayor replied that the willingness to work with the Conservative Group on 

issues remained, but there had been no further announcements regarding the 
Levelling Up Fund, similarly the 2022/23 Financial Settlement was awaited, once 

details of both were available then discussions could be entered into, which he hoped 
would be fruitful and to the benefit of the citizens of Salford.  

   

48. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO CABINET MEMBERS 
 

Q1. Councillor Mike Pevitt referred to H.M Government’s recently announced proposals 
for social care and the funding of them (also see Minutes 46(c) and 47 Q3 above) and 
asked what were the likely impact of these for Salford City Council and its residents? 

 
 Councillor John Merry, Deputy City Mayor and Lead Member for Adult Social Care, 

said the proposals did not come into effect until 2023 and then the financial benefits 
to local authorities were uncertain. He suggested in effect local residents would be 
paying more as a result of higher taxation but receiving negligible benefits in improved 

social care provision as a result. Councillor Bill Hinds endorsed these comments and 
said the proposals failed to address the significant long-term challenges social care 

provision in the UK presented.  
 
 Councillor Robin Garrido referred to earlier comments, suggesting the proposals 

represented a failure of the Conservative Party to honour its election commitment not 
to raise taxes. He said although this was regretted it had been made necessary 

because of the unprecedented impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. The option to fund 
the proposals through borrowing was unsustainable and raising National Insurance 
was a far means of doing this as it reflected different income levels. 

 
 Councillor John Merry suggested that in reality the money raised through higher 

taxation would be swallowed up by the wider NHS, rather than funding social care 



services and the financial burden for the latter would ultimately fall upon local 
government.  

 
Q2. Councillor Heather Fletcher referred to H.M. Government’s recent decision to remove 

the £20 uplift to Universal Credit (also see Minute 46(c) above) and asked what the 
impact of this would be for Salford residents? 

 

 Councillor Sharmina August, Lead Member for Inclusive Economy, Anti-Poverty and 
Equalities, replied that this was likely to have a detrimental effect on some of Salford’s 

most vulnerable residents and provided details of a case study to support this. She 
added that Salford City Council would continue to do all it could to mitigate the impact 
and highlighted the importance of the respective work and support provided by both 

the Salford Assist Team and the Salford Welfare Rights Team in this challenge. 
Councillor Barbara Bentham, Executive Support for Workforce and Industrial relations 

endorsed these comments. 
 
Q3. Councillor Kate Lewis referred to the development by Salford City Partnership of a 

NEET (Not in Education, Employment or Training) Reduction Strategy, but sought an 
assurance this would not represent adopting a standardised approach and the 

individual profiles and needs of the varied and distinct areas of the City, such as Little 
Hulton, would receive bespoke actions. 

 

 Councillor Philip Cusack, Executive Support for Skills, Work and Business, said this 
was the intention and he would provide more details, particularly in relation to Little 

Hulton, at the next meeting of the Skills and Work Board. He provided a brief overview 
of the NEET reduction Strategy and commented that the causes of the problems it 
aimed to address were often hard to identify but generally rooted in economic 

deprivation.   
 

Q4. Councillor Robin Garrido expressed concerns at the lack of attendance by officers 
from GMP (Greater Manchester Police) at relevant Salford City Council meetings, 
such as community committees. He also referred to the frequent change in 

community-based police officers and the difficulties this created in forging an effective 
working relationship between them and both ward councillors and local residents. 

 
 Councillor David Lancaster, Lead Member for Environment, Neighbourhoods and 

Community Safety, said this was recognised as being a problem in all areas of Salford, 

which there was a commitment to remedy, by both Salford City Council and GMP, but 
if Councillor Robin Garrido provided further details of the specific concerns he had 

raised, then he would ensure they were investigated, and a response provided. 
 
Q5. Councillor Hannah Robinson-Smith asked for an update on the activities of the Climate 

Action Board, particularly their achievements, following Salford City Council’s 
declaration of a Climate Emergency in 2019 (see previous Minute 14 - 17 July 2019) 

and which Councillor Mike Mccusker, Lead Member for Sustainable Regeneration, 
duly provided. He said the Climate Action Board took a multiagency approach and 
urged all elected members to get involved with its activities. 

 
 

 



49. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO CHAIRS OF SCRUTINY PANELS 
 

There were no questions or comments. 
 

50.  GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE DISCHARGE OF FUNCTIONS  
OF JOINT AUTHORITIES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 

 

There were no questions or comments. 
 

51.  SCHEDULED REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODY MEMBERS  
  

Submitted reports detailing the recent activities of the following outside bodies: 

 

 North West Employers 

 Salfordian Trust 

 Working Class Movement Library 

 
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the reports be noted. 
 

                      (2) THAT the report concerning the Manchester Port Health Authority be 
provisionally submitted to the meeting to be held on 17th November 2021. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
A full audio/visual recording of these proceedings can be found on the Salford City 

Council website Council 15 September 2021 
 

https://salford.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/593130

